
Jonah and the Whale.

1 The Call

Cast: Jonah             Props: teleph o n e
Mum How  to  lie  to  God  bo o k
God  - Voice  throug h  sound  syste m . Where  to  hide  fro m  God  bo o k

Mixing  Bowl  and  w o o d e n  spo o n

(Jonah  is  off  stage  in  bed)
(Mum  is  bustling  around  with  bowl  and  spoon)

Mum Jonah!   Hey, Jonah!   Will you  get  up?  It’s gon e  1 0.   
It’s just  not  go o d  en ou g h!  I m e a n,  I’ve  bee n  up  for  hours.  Cookin g,  cleanin g,  
doin g  the  was hin g.  I’ve  ev en  be en  out  for  the  shoppin g.   And wh er e  is  that  
lazy  son  of  min e?   Still in  bed!   Asleep!   Tired  he  says.   Well  what  ab out  m e?   
I’m  tired.   I’ve  be en  up  for  hours.  Never  had  this  troubl e  with  his  brothers.   
JONAH!

Jonah  (Off  stage,  sleepily )  I’m  just  co m i n g .   Be there  in  a  minute.
Mum Now  co m e  on  Jonah.   I kno w  you  hav e n ’t  m o v e d  an  inch.   

(Exit  mum  as  the  phone  starts  ringing )

Mum (Off  stage )  JONAH!  Jonah!   Will you  get  that  pleas e?   I’m  busy  ma kin g  
cho c o l at e  cak e  for  tea.

Jonah   (Enter s  yawning )  I’m  just  getting  it mu m .   Bet it’s  for  her  thoug h!
(very  sleepily)  Err Hello  - Err 89 1 7 2  - Err... Hello?

God: (Que stioning)  Hello?
Jonah: Err yes..  Hello?
God: Hello,  is  that  Jonah?
Jonah  Yes  I'm  Jonah.  Who  are  you?
God: This  is  God  speakin g  Jonah.
Jonah: Pardon?
God: This  is  God  Jonah,  G O D, God!
Jonah: Oh co m e  off  it, do  you  really  expe ct  m e  to  belie v e  that? Who  is  this?  

Matthias? Amos?  Is that  you?  Look,  I’ve  just  got  up  and  I'm  in  no  m o o d  for  
jok es!

God: This  is  no  jok e  Jonah,  this  is  God!
Jonah: Oh yes  and  I'm  the  King of  Persia  I'm  sure.
God: Look  I'll prov e  it to  you.
Jonah: How?
God: I'll tell  you  what  you  w er e  drea m i n g  ab out  bef or e  you  w o k e  up.
Jonah: Go on  then  - bet  you  can't.
God Bet I can!
Jonah Oh no  you  can’t!
God: Oh yes  I can!
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Jonah Oh no  you  can’t!

1. 1
God Jonah,  this  is  not  m e a nt  to  be  a  panto m i m e !   I CAN tell  you  what  you  wer e  

drea m i n g.   You  w er e  drea m i n g  ab out  bein g  swall o w e d  by  a  m assi v e  Whale  
that  had  bee n  let  loos e  do w n  at the  swi m m i n g  po ol.

Jonah: Wow!  ... Wow!...  That's  a mazin g,  but  ho w  ... ho w  did  you  kno w?
God: What do  you  m e a n  - How  did  I kno w!  I'm  God  aren't  I?  I KNOW 

ev erythin g!
Jonah: (Very  nervou sly)  If. If .. y  .. y  .. you  are  God,  what  do  you  want  with  m e?  I'm  

sorry  I put that  spider  under  my  sisters  pillo w  last  night,  and  I'm  ev en  
m o r e  sorry  that  I had  that  terrible  ro w  with  my  Mum, after  all  she  was  right  
fro m  the  start,  and  then  I'm  really  sorry  that  ....

God: Oh be  quiet...  be  quiet  will  you!
Jonah: Oh.
God: Now  listen  Jonah.   I've  got  a  job  for  you.
Jonah: A job?  A job  for  m e,  Well it all  sounds  a  bit  FISHY to  m e.
God: Well it’s  not  Jonah,  w ell  not  yet  any w a y!   That  co m e s  later!
Jonah: (Looking  very  puzzled )  What do  you  m e a n?
God: (Chuckle s  to  himself )  You’ll  see.
Jonah: What's  this  job  then  ... err  ... God?
God: Oh yes,  I al m o st  forg ot.   I wa nt  you  to  go  to  a  To w n  called  Ninev eh.   Have  

you  ev er  heard  of  it?
Jonah: (Starting  to  tremble )  Heard  of  it! Ninev eh!  Who  hasn't,  it.. it's..  a  terrible  

place,  full  of  wic k e d  peopl e  wh o  beat  strang ers  up  and  steal  all  their  m o n e y!   
No on e  wa nts  to  go  to  Ninev eh!

God: Exactly!  That's  why  I want  you  to  go  there.
Jonah: What!  To  get  beat en  up  and  let  the m  steal  all  my  m o n e y?    
God: No, no,  no,  to  tell  the m  I'm  not  pleas ed  with  the m ,  and  if they  don't  m e n d  

their  ways  they'v e  got  a  big  surprise  co m i n g  their  way.
Jonah: (Paus e s )  Err ... let  m e  get  this  straight  God.  You  wa nt  m e  to  go  to  Ninev eh,  

(quickly)  wh er e  they  beat  up  strang ers  and  steal  their  m o n e y .  (slo w e r)  and  tell  
the m  that  they'v e  got  to  start  beha vi n g  the m s e l v e s  or  else!

God: Well yes  Jonah,  that's  ab out  the  sum  of  it, OK?
Jonah: My mu m  w o uld  nev er  let  m e  go!   It’s dang er o us!   You  kno w  ho w  it w o ul d  

w orry  her!   I couldn’t  do  that  to  mu m .
God Jonah!   I need  you  to  go  to  Ninev e h.   OK?

Jonah (Stretche s  out  to  a  table  and  picks  up  a  large  book  called  "How  to  lie  to  God"  
opens  it, and  speak s  as  if he  is  reading)  Err... Err.... Oh yes  God,  I'm  
thrilled  you  asked  m e.  I'll do  my  very  best.  (Turns  over  a  few  page s  and  
then  smile s  a  little)   The  troubl e  is  God,  you  kno w  I'd lov e  to  go  and  all  that,  
but,  my  do g  needs  m e.   He's very  ill,  and  he'll  die  if I'm  not  here  to  loo k  
after  hi m.

God: Jonah,  you  hav e n't  got  a  Dog.
Jonah: Dog?  Did I say  do g?  I'm  sorry,  I'm  m e a nt,  err...  frog,  yes  frog,  my  pet  frog  is  
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ill!
God: Jonah  you're  not  readin g  that  bo o k  are  you?
Jonah: (Hide s  the  book  behind  him ) err..  no  God,  what  bo o k  w o uld  that  be  then?
God: I think  they  call  it: "How  to  lie  to  God,"  (Laughs  a  hearty  laugh )

What a  jok e,  as  if you  could  lie  to  m e!  (Laughs  again)
                                                    1 . 2  

Jonah: Well God  it’s  bee n  really  nice  talking  to  you.   I'll just  lo o k  in  my  diary  to  see  
wh e n  I can  fit this  Ninev eh  trip  in  (Picks  up  diary  by  phon e  and  flicks  
throug h  pages)  err  ....I've  got  a  fe w  days  in  August  two  thousand  and  fourteen.

God: (Boo min g)  Tw o  thousan d  and  fourteen!  Ha, you'll  go  to m o rr o w .
Jonah: T T T T To m  m  m  m  m  m  o  o  o  o  r r r r o w!
God: Great!  That's  settled  then.   Thanks  Jonah,  Bye. (Click  of  phon e  goin g  dead)
Jonah: God,  God,  God  ... (tails  away)  God,  God.

(Enter  mum)

Mum So, wh o  was  that  then?   Anyon e  interesting?
Jonah Err God.
Mum Who?  Bod?  Didn’t  kno w  he  was  on e  of  your  friends.   What did  he  want  

then?   Found  you  a  nice  dec e nt  job  I hop e.   Tim e  you  w ent  out  to  w o r k.
Jonah No not  Bod,  God.  G-O-D, God!
Mum OOOO! How  lov ely!   Didn’t  he  want  to  speak  to  m e?   I w o uld  hav e  lov e d  to  

speak  to  hi m.
Jonah Well no  he  want ed  to  speak  to  m e.   He has  a  job  for  m e.
Mum There,  I kne w  it was  tim e  you  we nt  out  to  w or k.   So God  has  found  you  a  nice  

little  job.   When  do  you  start?
Jonah To m o rr o w .
Mum Gosh  that’s  quick  –  you’ll  hav e  to  learn  to  get  out  of  bed  earlier!   So, wh er e  is  

this  job?  What will  you  be  doin g?  
Jonah um.   I’ve  got  to  go  to  Ninev eh  and  tell  the m  to  beha v e.
Mum WHAT!  GO TO NINEVEH!  NINEVEH!  No Son of  min e  is  goin g  to  

Ninev e h.   What w o uld  the  neig h b o ur s  think?
Jonah You  think  I WANT to  go  to  Ninev e h?   I can’t  do  it mu m .   It’s too  hard  and  

scary.   What a m  I goin g  to  do?
Mum I don’t  kno w  Jonah.   Oh dear!   What a  w orry.   A son  of  min e  bein g  sent  to  

Ninev e h.   Who  w o ul d  hav e  thoug ht  it!  Oh Jonah,  Jonah!   Hey I kno w .   Now  
let  m e  see.   Where  is  that  bo o k?   Ah,  Here  w e  are.   Now  just  read  this  Jonah  
and  see  if that  helps.  

(Picks  up  a  bo o k  lab elle d  wh er e  to  Hide  fro m  God  and  hands  to  Jonah)

Jonah Ah!  Now  there’s  an  idea!   Where  w o uld  be  a  go o d  plac e  to  hide?  (flicks
through  the  book)

(Phone  rings  again)
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(Jonah  and  mum  look  at  it and  then  at  each  other)

Jonah Do you  think  that’s...
Mum  Com e  on  lets  get  you  pack e d  up  and  ready.   I’ll put that  cho c o l at e  cak e  in  for  

you.   You  mi g ht  get  hungry.
  (Mum  bustle s  Jonah  off  muttering  about  no  son  of  her s  going  to  Nineveh)          

1.3
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