The Presentation

(Luke 2: 22-40
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After Jesus was born Mary spent a whole month doing nothing but looking after him.
They didn’t’ have to stay in the stable. The room that Joseph found was clean and
tidy if small and simple, but it was just right for Mary and her new born son. Joseph
looked after them and Mary felt safe and happy as she watched Jesus as he slept or
wriggled in her arms. But after 33 days Joseph woke Mary up one morning and said:
Mary, the time has come for us to go to Jerusalem. We need to give thanks to God
and offer the sacrifices as we dedicate Jesus to God. It’s what Moses told us to do.
Mary knew they would have to go, but she couldn’t help feeling worried. It was a
long journey and Jesus was so small.

I know we have to go Joseph, but do we have to go now? Couldn’t we wait? Jesus is
so small and it’s a long way.

But it’s what we have to do Mary. It’s the law and we want Jesus to grow up to be
faithful to God don’t we. So it’s important that we set him the right example from the
very beginning. Don’t worry, God has been so good to us, I’'m sure he will protect us
still.

So they packed their bags, loaded the donkey again, and set off on the road to
Jerusalem. It was a long walk and Mary held Jesus tightly against her all the way.
They stayed in several inns along the way before they reached the great city of
Jerusalem. They slowly climbed the hill up to the temple.

We’ll have to offer 2 pigeons Mary. I can’t afford doves, not at these prices anyway.
Do we have to Joseph? They are such beautiful birds. It seems such a shame to
sacrifice them.

But that is what the law says Mary, 2 doves or 2 pigeons for the dedication of our
first-born son.

Mary looked down at Jesus. She kissed him as she whispered:

Our first-born son.

Joseph bought the pigeons and they moved through the great courts of the temple. In
the inner courtyard they approached a priest. He greeted them with a broad smile as
he took Jesus and offered the prayers of dedication. Mary watched with tears in her
eyes as the pigeons were sacrificed. The old priest held his arms out wide and said
the words of the blessing: The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face
to shine upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord lift up the light of his love upon
you and give you peace for evermore. Mary and Joseph turned away and began to
make their way slowly back through the crowded courtyards. As they did so they
suddenly found an elderly man standing in front of them. He held out his hands
towards them as he spoke.



Sim:
Nar:

Sim:

Joe:
Sim:
Mary:

Nar:
Sim;
Anna:
Nar:
Joe:

Mary:
Sim:

Nar:

Joe:
Nar:

May | hold him?

Mary has never known why, but for some reason she didn’t hesitate. She handed him
the baby Jesus. Maybe it was the look on his face, the light in his eyes, the tears
streaming down his cheeks. He took the child gently in his arms and said:

Lord God Almighty, now let me go in peace. For | have seen your promise fulfilled
today, here in this place. For you have come to save us, but not just us. You have
come to save all people. For this child is the light of the world who will bless all
people and bring your chosen ones to glory.

What do you mean?

| mean, this is the Messiah! The chosen one! God’s son!

That’s what the angel said Joseph, that’s what the angel said! The Holy one to be
born will be called ‘The Son of God.’

At that moment an elderly woman came towards them.

Anna! Look, he is here! He is here!

Well Simeon, you said we would see him before we die. This is a great day! For this
child is the promised one, God’s son, the Messiah! He will save us and set us free.
For he is the anointed one, the holy one of God.

By now a crowd was beginning to gather. They looked at Joseph and Mary and Jesus
curiously.

We must go Mary. We’ve got a long journey ahead.

Yes, we must. Sorry, we must go.

That’s alright, don’t apologise. Never apologise! For God has chosen you to bear his
son. Take him and take care of him, for he will cause many to rise and many to fall in
Israel. Many will love him but many will hate him too, for he will reveal the truth
about all things. A truth that will bring pain to him and pain to you as well. Now go
with God’s blessing and be joyful, for the Lord is here!

The crowd watched in wonder as Mary and Joseph made their way through the
courtyard. They slipped out into the sunshine. Mary held Jesus tightly.

Come on Mary. Let’s get back to Bethlehem.

But Mary paused. She looked back at the temple. The words echoed in her head:
‘Many will love him but many will hate him too, for he will reveal the truth about all
things. A truth that will bring pain to him and pain to you as well.” She held him
tighter and followed Joseph.
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