The Ascension

(Acts 1:1-14)

Characters
Narrator
Jesus
Peter
John
Man1 & 2

Nar:  After Jesus had been crucified and had risen from the dead, he appeared to his
disciples at different times over 40 days. He told them all about God’s kingdom and
gave them instructions about what they should do. He said: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem,
but wait for the special gift that God will give you, the gift | have told you about.
Before you were baptised with water, in a few days you will be baptised with the
Holy Spirit.’

John: What does he mean Peter?

Peter: 1 wish I knew John. All I know is that something special is going to happen,
something very special.

John: Do you remember when he told us that we would do even greater things than he was
doing? Is that what this is all about?

Peter: Well maybe it is John. But I can hardly imagine us doing greater things than Jesus
did can you? I mean, we all remember turning the water into wine don’t we.

John: and walking on water!

Peter: And all those healings! How could we possibly do greater things than that?

Nar:  One day they met Jesus on a hill outside of Jerusalem. The disciples were very
excited.

(Enter Jesus)

Peter: Jesus, are you going to set your people free now?

John: Are you going to give the kingdom back to Israel as it was in the time of our Fathers?

Jesus: My friends, it is not for you to know when these things will happen. All the times and
dates are set by God. Only my Father knows when the Kingdom will come. But you
will soon be given power to do my work. You will be given power to go out and
plant my Kingdom in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the
world!

Nar:  As Jesus was saying this he was suddenly taken up from the earth.

(Jesus exits. The disciples stare up as if watching Jesus ascending through the clouds)

John: He’s disappearing! He’s in the clouds! His head has gone....... I can’t see his arms
...... now it’s just his legs .... Just his feet .... He’s ....... (pause before speaking)
He’s gone.

(A moment of silence as the disciples look up open mouthed. The 2 men enter but the
disciples do not see them)



Man1l:

Peter:
John:
Peter:
John:

Manz2:
Manl:
Manz2:
Manl:
Manz2:

Why are you standing here looking into the sky?
because ...

because...

because he ....

He’s gone!

He’s gone to take his rightful place.

He’s gone into heaven, just as he said.

But he will return again.

Just as you have seen him go.

He will return again, just as you have seen him go!

(Man 1 & 2 exit)

John:
Peter:
John:
Peter:

John:
Peter:
John:

Peter:

John:
Peter:
John:

Peter:
John:

Did ... did ... did you see that Peter?

| can hardly believe it! | can hardly believe my eyes!

He’s gone! I feel like I should feel sad ... but ... but [ don’t!

No, there’s nothing to be sad about John. He’s gone, but he is not far away. He will
return again, and then everyone will see him. Everyone will see him and proclaim
that Jesus Christ is Lord!

Come on we’ve got to go!

What’s the hurry John. This is a very special place. 1’d like to stay here for a while.
Peter, weren’t you listening? Didn’t you hear what Jesus said? ‘Do not leave
Jerusalem. Stay in the city and wait for the gift my Father promised!” Something is
going to happen Peter, something amazing, and I don’t want to miss it!

(Starting to walk off) Well come on then! We can’t stand around here gossiping!
Get a move on!

But that’s what I ....

(now off stage) Hurry up will you John!

(to audience) I hope this gift is something really special. Let’s face it. It needs to be if
Jesus wants ‘us’ to do his work!

(off stage) Hurry up will you!

I’'m coming Peter. I’'m coming.

(John follows Peter off)

Nar:

The disciples went back to Jerusalem and gathered in the room where they were
staying. There was Peter and John and the other disciples, the women who had
followed Jesus, his mother Mary and Jesus’ brothers as well. They prayed every day
and praised God as they waited for the gift that Jesus had promised.
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