
Jesus and Mary 
 
 
3 dramas reflecting on Jesus’ relationship with his mother. 
Particularly suitable for Mothering Sunday 
 
 
1  In my Father’s house 
 
(Luke 2:41-51) 
 
Characters: 
Narrator (Nar) 
Mary 
Joseph (Joe) 
Teacher1 (Tch1) 
Teacher 2 (Tch2) 
Teacher 3 (Tch3) 
Jesus 
 
Nar:  Mary and Joseph had taken their family to Jerusalem for the Passover.  It was a great festival 

and they were tired as they packed their bags, loaded the donkey, and set off for Nazareth.  The 
whole family had made the trip along with many neighbours from Nazareth, so as well as Jesus 
and his brothers and sisters there were cousins and friends.  The children were having a great 
time.  They made good progress on a fine sunny day and didn’t stop for lunch until well into the 
afternoon. 

Mary:  Come here children, it’s time to eat.   
Joe: Where’s Jesus? 
Mary:  Maybe he’s with his cousins. 
Joe:  I can’t see him. 
Mary:  Jesus!  Jesus! 
Joe:  He’s not here! 
Mary:  What do you mean – not here? 
Joe:  I mean, he is not here! 
Nar:  Mary and Joseph searched everywhere, but Jesus could not be found. 
Mary:  We’ll have to go back.  Maybe we left without him. 
Joe:  But I’m sure I saw him with the others.  I’m sure he was…. 
Mary:  (Interrupting) Well there is only one thing I am sure of Joseph – he is not here!  So come on, let’s 

get a move on. 
Nar:  So Mary and Joseph left Jesus’ brothers and sisters with their friends and family and started the 

journey back to Jerusalem.  It was dark when they arrived.  They searched all night but didn’t 
find him. 

Mary:  We must find him. 
Joe:  He must be here. 
Mary:  Just think, where would he go?  Where did he like being the best during the festival? 
Joe:  Well that’s easy.  It was the temple.  His whole face lit up when he was there. 
Nar:  So Mary and Joseph rushed up the steps to the temple.  When they went in they could hardly 

believe what they saw. 
Tch1: That’s amazing!  How did you know that son? 
Tch2:  Who told you all these things? 
Tch3:  You are so young, but you have so much understanding. 
Jesus: Everything I know has been told me by my Father. 
Tch1:  Well he must be a very clever man. 
Tch2:  Very clever indeed. 
Tch3: Who is your father then my child? 
Jesus: My father is …. 
Mary:  (interrupting)  Jesus!  Jesus!  Where have you been? 
Joe:  Your mother and I have been searching everywhere for you.  We’ve been very upset. 



Jesus: Why did you search?  Surely you knew I would be in my father’s house. 
Tch1:  Are you this child’s parents? 
Mary:  Yes, I’m his mother. 
Tch2:  And are you his father? 
Joe:  err… well …err…. Sort of 
Tch3:  Well you have taught him well, very well.  We’ve never seen such knowledge and understanding 

in one so young.  You must be very clever yourself. 
Joe:  well … err … umm …. err…. 
Mary:  (Interrupting) I really think we’d better go now.  We’ve got a long journey and time is getting on.  

Come on Jesus. 
Nar:  Jesus went with them and they travelled back to Nazareth.  From then on he did all that Mary 

and Joseph told him to do.  He grew up to be wise and some one that many people liked 
 
2 Come home 
 
(Matthew 12:46-50) 
 
Characters 
Narrator (Nar) 
Mary 
Brother (Bro) 
Sister (Sis) 
Man 
Jesus 
 
Nar:  When Jesus was 30 years old he left Nazareth and began to travel around the country telling 

people about God.  He touched sick people and they became well.  He said some wonderful 
things.  Many thousands of people flocked to see him.  Lots of people loved Jesus, but others 
hated him and were plotting to kill him.  Mary and Jesus’ brothers and sisters were worried about 
him. 

Mary:  We should go and find Jesus and bring him home. 
Bro:  He is not safe.  He would be better off here in Nazareth. 
Sis:  We could look after him and protect him. 
Nar:  So they travelled to Capernaum where they heard that Jesus was in a house with his disciples 

and many others who had crowded in to hear him.  They knocked on the door. 
Man:  Yes?  What do you want? 
Bro:  We have come to see Jesus. 
Man:  You and most of Capernaum mate.  There’s no room so you’ll have to wait. 
Sis:  But we’ve travelled a long way, we can’t wait.  He’ll be pleased to see us. 
Man:  O yes, and why is that then? 
Mary:  Because I am his mother.  He is my son.  We’ve come to take him home to Nazareth with us. 
Man:  (Flustered)  O yes, well why didn’t you say so in the first place.  I’ll go and tell Jesus you are here 
Nar:  The Man went back into the house. 
Man:  Jesus, your mother and brothers and sisters are outside.  They say they want you to go back to 

Nazareth with them. 
Nar:  Jesus was quiet.  He looked around at all the people who had squashed into the house. 
Jesus: Who is my mother?  Who are my brothers and sisters?  I tell you, you are my mother and 

brothers and sisters.  Everyone who listens to me is my mother and brother and sister. 
Nar:  The Man went outside again. 
Man:  (Nervously) Err…. He  err…. Says he has a whole house of mothers and brothers and sisters in 

there so I don’t think he’ll be going with you today. 
Bro:  How dare he! 
Sis:  But we are his real family! 
Mary:  Don’t worry children.  It has to be like this.  In fact I knew it would be like this.  He is not ours 

really.  He belongs to everyone.  He will be safe and he will do what God tells him to do.  Let’s 
leave him.  He will come home when it is the right time. 

Nar:  Mary turned to leave and Jesus’ brothers and sisters followed her. 
 



3 The arms of love 
 
(John 19:25-27) 
 
Characters 
Narrator (Nar) 
Soldier 1 (Sold1)  
Soldier 2 (Sold2) 
Soldier 3 (Sold3) 
John  
Mary  
Jesus  
 
Nar:  The soldiers took Jesus and made him carry his cross. 
Sold1: Get a move on mate! 
Sold2: We haven’t got all day! 
Sold3: Its nearly 9 o’clock already and we want this job done before it gets too hot to work. 
Nar:  They took Jesus to the top of the hill and there they stretched out his arms and nailed him to the 

cross.  Many people had followed them. 
Sold1: We’ll have to keep that crowd back. 
Sold2: There’s hundreds of them! 
Sold3: (shouting) Keep back!  Don’t come any nearer!  Keep back! 
Nar:  One of Jesus’ disciples who was called John walked slowly up the hill with Jesus’ mother, Mary.  

They looked up and saw the terrible sight of Jesus on the cross. 
John:  Don’t look Mary, it’s too terrible. 
Mary:  I know John, but I need to see. I need to know it is really happening. 
Nar:  They made their way through the crowd until they were close to the cross. 
Sold1: Hey!  That’s close enough you two.  Stay where you are now. 
Nar:  Jesus looked down and saw his mother and his friend John. 
Jesus: Woman, this is your son.  Son, this is your mother. 
Nar:  John put his arm around Mary. 
John:  He wants me to take care of you Mary.  You can come and live with us.  I’ll keep you safe. 
Mary:  Thank you John, thank you. 
Nar:  Then Jesus cried out in a loud voice: 
Jesus: It is finished! 
Nar:  and he died.  From that day on John took Mary into his house.  She became his mother and he 

became her son. 
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