From Shepherd to King

The story of David
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David was the youngest son of Jesse.

That's me. The youngest son, with a load of big brothers to boss me about!
(Sympathetically) Ahhh....

Err-hem! David was a shepherd. Every day he took his sheep out to the pasture.
Bleating sound

Hang on a bit! There was a bit more to it than that!

Oh yes. David took good care of his sheep, very good care. When a lion

Roar

or bear

Hug! Hug!

came along, he would fight them with his bare hands and he always won!

That’s better! God gave me the strength and | always won!

Cheer

(annoyed) Ok, OK! There’s a lot of story to tell and | need to get on.

Oooo0! Grumpy!

I'll ignore that! As | said, David was a shepherd boy, but one day the Prophet Samuel,
Praise be to God!

came to visit. When the Prophet Samuel,

Praise be to God,

saw David he anointed him as the future King of Israel!

What him?

Yes him! That’s what | said.

But he’s a shepherd.

and now he’s going to be a King as well.

Really?

Yes really! Now get on with it!

OK! Long live the King, Long live the King!

Later there was a great battle between the Israelites and the Philistines. David’s
brothers were in the army and David went to see them with some food.

Cheese, bread, kippers, olives, wine and ...

That's enough. We're not interested in the shopping list.

But | carried all that food for miles!

| know, and it was very good of you, but we’re interested in what happened, not what
you were carrying!

Oh that. Ok then, carry on.

Thank you! When David got there a great Philistine warrior called Goliath was teasing
the Israelites. He was like a giant!

Fee-fi-fo-fum! Come and fight me anyone!

David was angry!

I'll fight him! T'll fight him.

After a bit of a chat with King Saul, David ran out to meet Goliath with just his
shepherds pouch and sling. He chose 5 round stones and with the first one he hit
Goliath on the forehead and he fell down dead!

Pardon?
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| said — he fell down dead!

You mean the Shepherd Boy killed the warrior?

He sure did.

With just one stone?

Yes, that’s what | said isn’t it? Now stop asking questions and get on with your bit will
youl!

OK — Hurray!

Thank you! After this Saul brought David to his royal palace and David became a great
friend of Saul’s son Jonathan.

We became best friends!

Ahhh, that’s nice.

David became very popular. He was young and handsome and strong and everyone
saw him as a great warrior after killing Goliath. Trouble is that he became more popular
than Saul and Saul began to get jealous.

We want David! We want David!

Very jealous!

David! David! David is the best!

So jealous that he tried to kill David.

What?

Do | have to keep repeating myself? | said — so jealous that he tried to kill David!

But David is the hero! He can’t be killed.

| said he ‘tried’ to kill him, not he killed him!

Oh, OK, carry on!

He threw his spear at him!

But | ducked!

He sent him into terrible battles!

But | fought with the strength of a hundred men!

and David survived and married Michal, Saul’s daughter.

sing wedding march

But that didn’t stop Saul trying to kill him!

| even had to jump out of the window to escape from Saul’s men!

Then one day there was a terrible battle with the Philistines. Saul and Jonathan and his
other sons led the army out to fight, but they were defeated and Saul and Jonathan
were killed.

Hurray!

Not so fast you lot! Saul was God’s servant. He may have done wrong but it was still
not right that he should be killed.

What? But he tried to kill you!

But he was still the king, God’s anointed king. We shouldn’t rejoice in his death!

Oh, OK, sorry. ltis a bit sad really.

Eventually David was crowned King of Israel.

Long live the king! Long live the king!

The first thing David did was to go and find the Ark of the Covenant. He built a great
tent for it in Jerusalem and then had it brought into the city. There was great rejoicing
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!

and celebration

God is good! God is good!

and David danced in front of the Ark through the streets of the city.

For some reason Michal didn’t like my dancing though! Honestly, sometimes us men
can’t do anything right!

David set up his royal palace in Jerusalem. A fine palace built of cedar wood.

300 bedrooms, swimming pool, banqueting hall, throne room of course, garaging for a
thousand chariots, beautiful gardens ...

OK! That’s enough of that.

But | was proud of it!

And that was probably why the next thing happened.



David:
Nar:
David:

Chorus:

David:

Chorus:

David:

Chorus:

Nar:

Chorus:

David:
Nar:

Chorus:

David:
Nar

Chorus:

Nar:

Chorus:

Nar:

Chorus:

David:

Chorus:

David:

Chorus:

David:
Nar:
David:

Chorus:

Nar:

David:

Chorus:

David:
Nar:

Chorus:

David:

Chorus:

David:

Nar:

What was that then?

One night David went for a walk on his roof terrace.

Oh no, no, not that! You really don’t need to include that!

What?

It's nothing, nothing, but really you don’t’ need to include that bit .... Please?

Oh go on, tell us!

But ...

Tell us!

Ok!

Hurray!

Oh no!

I meant, OK, that’s enough arguing! It's an important part of the story so I will tell it.
Hurray.

(groan)

One night David was walking on his roof terrace when he saw a beautiful girl bathing.
He sent his servants out to fetch her and ... well ... she spent the night at the palace.
Tut tut tut.

Bathsheba became pregnant and David tried to cover up what he had done. None of
his plans worked though and in the end he made sure that Bathsheba’s husband Uriah
was killed in a terrible battle.

Tut tut tut tut!

and then he married Bathsheba himself.

Tut tut tut tut tut tut!

Ok! OK! I know it was wrong.

Too right! Very wrong!

But | made my peace with God. | repented of my wickedness. | cried out to him and he
heard my cry and forgave me.

What, even for this?

Yes, even for this.

David wrote a beautiful psalm of repentance.

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great
compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me
from my sin.

Wow! That’s beautiful. Really beautiful.

But because of David’s wickedness, suffering and trouble came upon him and his
family. His son Absalom got an army together and rode into Jerusalem. They drove
David out of his palace and Absalom proclaimed himself to be king in place of his
father.

It was terrible. | had to hide in the desert like a rat!

Well it was what you deserved wasn't it?

Well it was God’s punishment! A well deserved punishment.

But that’s not where our story ends. People came to David in the desert and slowly an
army began to form. David led his army back to Jerusalem and drove out Absalom and
Absalom was killed.

Hurray!

No! No! No! It's not hurray at all!

but he was your enemy!

but he was my son. Absalom, Absalom my son, my son, and he died because of me,
because of my sin. It was me that deserved to die not him! Absalom, Absalom, my
son, my son! Would that | had died instead of you!

(Leave a moment of silence) David was returned to the throne. He reigned over Israel
for a total of 40 years and then he fell asleep and went to his God.
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