Can we fix it?

The story of Nehemiah
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Nar:  Nehemiah was cup bearer to King Artaxerxes in Babylon.

Neh: A very responsible job you know, very responsible.

Nar:  But Nehemiah was not a Babylonian.

Neh: Ohno!l ama Jew. My ancestors were brought to Babylon from Jerusalem many
years ago when my country was invaded and defeated. I’ve always lived In Babylon,
but I am not a Babylonian.

Nar:  One day one of Nehemiah’s brothers went to visit Jerusalem, the city where their
parents had lived. Nehemiah had heard many stories about the great city of
Jerusalem. Its beautiful buildings and strong walls and so much more. But ....

Neh: But when my brother returned he told me a very different story, a terrible story!
Jerusalem was in ruins! The buildings were falling apart, the walls were broken
down, the gates had been burned. The people there lived like rats! Dogs and wild
animals roamed the streets as if the city belonged to them.

Nar:  Nehemiah was very upset, very very upset. He prayed to God:

Neh: O God! This is terrible. We have been a very wicked people, forgive us. May | be
able to go to Jerusalem and rebuild its walls and buildings and make it magnificent for
you once again.

Nar:  The next day Nehemiah was serving King Artaxerxes his wine, but he was sad, the
King noticed.

Artax: What’s up Nehemiah, you look so sad.

Nar:  Nehemiah prayed for courage and asked that God would soften the King’s heart.

Neh: Well your Majesty. I’ve just heard about Jerusalem, the city of my fathers. It is in
ruins. 1 would like to go there and rebuild it. If your servant has found favour in your
sight O King, let me go and begin this great work.

Artax: But how long will you be gone Nehemiah. You are a good servant. 1 don’t want to
lose you.

Neh:  Only my God knows how long the journey will be and how long the work will take
your Majesty, but please let me go and do this great work for my God and my fathers.

Artax: Very well Nehemiah, you can go.

Neh: But your Majesty. Please let me go. It’s not right that any city in your kingdom
should be in ruins.

Artax: Very well Nehemiah, you can go.

Neh: But your Majesty, Jerusalem used to be so great and | could make it great again.

Artax: Very well Nehemiah, you can go.

Neh: But your majesty, it’s ..(Pauses and looks at Artaxerxes) ..... sorry, what did you say?

Artax: | said, very well Nehemiah, you can go. But come back as soon as you can.

Nar:  The King wrote letters to his regional governors, so they would let Nehemiah start the

work, and the keeper of his forest, so he would let him have trees to cut the timber he
needed, and soon Nehemiah had set off.
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| had some soldiers with me as well and we rode our horses to Jerusalem. But when |
got there things were even worse than | had feared. | rode around the city walls and
then called the priests and people together.

Who are you and what do you want?

I have come from King Artaxerxes with permission to begin rebuilding the walls of
Jerusalem.

That’s easier said than done mate. The city is in ruins!

But God has told me that we can rebuild the city and make it great once again.

Well in that case what are we waiting for! Let’s get on with it. If God is for us how
can we fail?

And so the people began to rebuild the walls. Each man and his family took a section
and others rebuilt the gate houses and put in new frames ready for the new gates. In
no time at all it was all going very well.

Well it was until these 3 turned up.

(Enter Sanballat, Tobia and Geshem)
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Oh yes, I almost forgot about them.

Well that’s what I wanted to do, forget about them. But that was hardly possible!

3 men came along, Sanballat, Tobia and Geshem. They were not pleased to see
Jerusalem being rebuilt.

Well, well! What’s all this then?

We are rebuilding the city walls before we rebuild the city.

Not so fast Nehemiah, who said you could rebuild this treacherous city?

The King himself! His Majesty Artaxerxes!

Well King or not, we’ll soon put a stop to your little scheme. Jerusalem will never be
rebuilt, never!

But Nehemiah and the people of Jerusalem carried on rebuilding the walls.

| rebuilt the section outside my house, all the way up to the fountain gate.

And I rebuilt the section near David’s palace, beside the King’s garden. Even my
wife and daughters helped!

And | helped rebuild the Fishgate. We made the most beautiful pair of gates for it you
have ever seen.

But Sanballat, Tobia and Geshem kept on insulting Nehemiah and the people of
Jerusalem.

Huh! What are they likely to build with those crushed and burned old stones! Do
they think they will make Jerusalem splendid again with those?

If even a fox climbed up on that wall it would break it down! Look, it wobbles when
| just blow on it!

Talk about cowboy builders! Maybe we should call rogue traders!

They plotted with their friends to fight the people of Jerusalem, but Nehemiah heard
about it.

We took up our arms. | posted men with swords along the wall, especially where it
was still not fully rebuilt.

When Sanballat and Tobia heard that the men of Jerusalem were armed they did not
attack.

So we carried on building, but from now on every man had his sword in one hand and
got on with building with the other hand.

And that makes building pretty difficult!

In fact very difficult!

We never put our swords down, not even when we had a bath or went to sleep!

And so eventually the work on the walls was completed. When people approached
the city they saw the walls towering high and strong and the people of the nations who
surrounded the city were afraid.
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Yes, they were afraid! They were afraid because they knew that we could never have
done this work in our own strength. They knew that our God was with us and because
of this no one would attack us.

But Sanballat, Tobia and Geshem didn’t give up. They tried to trick Nehemiah. They
wanted to get him on his own so they could kill him.

Nehemiah, we want to be your friends. Come and meet us in one of the little villages
outside of Jerusalem so we can talk about it.

Yea! Come on Nehemiah, we’re not that bad really.

They even paid a prophet to kill Nehemiah.

Get him on his own in the house of God and then finish him off!

But Nehemiah saw through their tricks and God kept him safe.

God will always keep me safe, for he loves those who love him.

When the walls were completed, Nehemiah called all the people together. Then he
asked Ezra the scribe to bring out the book of the law that God had given to Moses.
All the people stood in the city square and Ezra read the book. Other scribes and
Levites walked amongst the people explaining what the words meant.

We all praised God.

We bowed down with our faces to the ground.

We started to weep at the words we heard when we realised how disobedient we had
been.

But Nehemiah said:

Do not weep! Be happy, rejoice, give praise to God! This day is sacred to the Lord,
for God has delivered us and given us the strength to rebuild the walls. Go and
celebrate and be joyful.

So we had a party!

A great party!

the best party ever!
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Later all the people gathered again. They prayed to God and confessed their sins and
the sins of their fathers.

Then we made a pledge to God. We pledged that we would live by the law and do all
that God requires of us.

We will obey the laws of Moses.

We will offer sacrifices.

We will worship the Lord our God and no other gods.

And they held a great ceremony of dedication.

All the people gathered in the city. The priests and Levites and musicians and 2
special choirs went up on the walls and with singing and trumpets and shouts of praise
we dedicated the city walls and ourselves to God.

And for 12 years Nehemiah was governor of Jerusalem and the people lived in peace
with each other and their neighbours and worshipped God.
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