The calling of Abram

(Genesis 12)
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he heard a voice:

Abram! Abram!

Now Abram worshipped God. He quickly realised who was calling his name.

God? Is that you?

Yes Abram, it is. I am God and I have a special message for you. I want you to
leave this place.

What? Leave Haran? But me, my father and my grandfather have lived here for
many years. This is the only home I know.

I have a new home for you Abram. A new home for you and your children and their
children and their children. Abram, I will make you into a great nation and I will
bless you and all people on earth will be blessed through you!

Well that's all well and good God, but have you forgotten that I have no children?
And I'm 75 years old! Too old for children and a bit old for moving as well.

Trust me Abram, that’s all you need to do. Trust me and I will take care of you and
your family through all generations.

Abram was a man of faith. He believed what God told him. So he went back home
to break the news to his wife Sarai and his nephew Lot.

Err hem ... err... Sarai.

Yes Abram, what is it?

Err... Sarai I've got some news.

Well I hope it is good news Abram. I was just saying to my sister today how happy I
am here, how glad I am we live near Hurran with all our family and friends around
us. I don't want any bad news that could possibly spoil any of that.

Well ... err ... the thing is Sarai we've err .... got to move.

Got to move! Got to move! What are you talking about you silly old fool!

Well I thought it was silly at first as well, but the thing is that it was err ... it was
err... it was God who told me.

God told you!

Err .. yes.

God told you to move?

err ... yes.

Where?

In the field when I was counting the sheep.

No, not where were you when God told you to move! Where did he tell you to move
to?

Oh yes, I see what you mean. God said we must move to the land of Canaan.

Is it nice?

Err ... well ... err .... It's ... OK.

OK? What does that mean?
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Well it err ... it err.... It needs a bit of work!

So let me get this straight Abram. You're asking me to leave my beautiful home
where I've got lots of friends and family and we live in peace and safety, to go to
this Canaan place that ‘needs a bit of work?’

Well err .... That is sort of it really Sarai, yes.

O great, that’s marvellous Abram! I suppose you said yes of course? Without asking
me!

Well it was God doing the asking Sarai. It's quite hard to say no to God.

Well you wait until Lot hears about this. He'll be none too pleased either. In fact,
look, here he is!

Hello you two. It's a beautiful day isnt it. You know we are so blessed to live in
such a beautiful place. God is really good to us isn't he.

(Pointing at Abram) ‘He’ has got something to tell you Lot.

O yes, what could that be then.

Well ... err... it’s just that ... err... it’s just that ... err..

Evidently God has told him that we have to move and ‘he’ (points to Abram) has said
yes!

OK, where are we off to then?

Pardon?

I said: OK, where are we off to then?

But aren’t you annoyed? Aren't you angry? Aren’t you mad at Abram for agreeing
to leave our beautiful home?

You did say that ‘God’ had said that we must move didn't you?

Well yes, it was definitely God.

Well what are we waiting for then. You can’t argue with God can you. And if God
says move, then God has a reason for it, and who are we to argue. I'll go and start
packing!

But ...

But nothing Sarai! Looks like you better get packing as well.

So Abram and Sarai and Lott and their households and servants and flocks and herds
set out from Harran and travelled to the Land of Canaan. They travelled through the
land until they reached a great tree and Moreh near Shecham. There God appeared
to Abram and said:

Abram, you are here. Look around you. To your family for generations to come I
will give this land.

Abram built an altar to God at Moreh and he worshipped God there. Sarai and Lot
worshipped God with him, for they knew that the God who had called them to make
this great journey would keep them safe and keep his Word. Just as God had
promised to Abram, they would be a blessing to their new home for all the
generations to come.
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