
One Day, On Top Of A Mountain.

Characters
Narrator
Jesus (Wearing coat/dressing gown that can be removed to reveal white clothes).
Peter
James
John
Elijah (Dressed in white).
Moses(dressed in white).

Props
a parachute or large piece of white cloth.
People to hold up the cloth.

Jesus, Peter, James and John are at the back of the church. Moses and Elijah are hidden 
somewhere at the front. People to hold up the parachute are at front to one side).

The beginning of the drama needs to be timed carefully so that Jesus, Peter, James and John 
arrive at the front at the right moment.

Narr: Jesus had been very busy, very busy indeed. He had been healing people, 
teaching people, even feeding people. Five thousand of them with just five small 
loaves and two small fish! Jesus was tired, he needed some space. So he took 
three of his friends, Peter, James and John, and told them that they were all going 
on a journey. They walked together out into the wilderness, far far away from 
villages and towns and people.

(Jesus starts up aisle from the back. Peter, James and John follow behind looking tired. They all 
move slowly as dialogue continues)

Peter: Jesus, Jesus, slow down.
James: come on Jesus, it's hot, and we're tired
John: and hungry and thirsty and there's nothing to eat or drink out here.
Peter: Yes come on Jesus, just stop for a minute!

Narr: In front of them was a high and steep mountain.

James: Wow! Look at the size of that!
John: Surely he can't be going up there?
Peter: No, no way, it's far too steep to climb, not even Jesus would do that. Besides, I 

know where we are and there's a little village just over there where we can get 
food and drink and a bed for the night. Jesus! Jesus! wait a minute, there's a 
village just round to the right where we can ....

Narr: But without a word Jesus headed straight for the mountain and began to climb.

James: Oh that's typical, just typical.
Peter: well come on, we've got to follow him.
John: but it's, ... it's... Oh come on then!

Narr: Jesus continued to climb.

John: What's he climbing so fast for?
James: He's almost running up.



Peter: Anyone would think he was late for a meeting or something. Jesus! Jesus!  slow 
down, what's the hurry?

Narr: But Jesus carried on climbing even faster.

James: Why does he want to go up here anyway?
John: There can't be anything at the top.
Peter: Just  more of these rocks that are cutting my feet like no body's business!
James: It's no good I've got to stop, I'm wacked!

(At this point all have arrived at the front. Jesus is ahead of the others and turns to face the 
congregation. Peter, James and John turn to face the congregation as well)

Peter: You know, sometimes it's really hard to believe that Jesus can do all the wonderful 
things he does, healing people, saying the most amazing things, and all that, and 
then go and be this crazy. I mean, what are we doing!

John: On come on, there can't be far to go, and he must have some reason for wanting  
to come up here.

(Peter, James and John move to one side and look across at Jesus)

Narr: They scrambled over one more ridge and then stopped suddenly. They had come 
to the top of the mountain and in front of them was Jesus. He was dirty and 
bruised and cut and sweaty, and looked a real mess.

Peter: I mean, look at him, he's ....

Narr: But as they looked something very strange started to happen. Suddenly the rather 
grubby Jesus started to shine, he seemed to get brighter, and brighter, and 
brighter. His face shone, his clothes became a dazzling white.

(Jesus removes a coat/dressing gown to be all dressed in white).

Narr: He shone brighter and brighter until he seemed to be as bright as the sun.

Peter: What's happening!
James: I can't look any more.
John: It's so bright it's hurting my eyes!
James: Ahhhh!
John: Ahhhhh!
Peter: Ahhhhh!

(Peter, James and John cover their eyes)
(Enter Moses and Elijah dressed in white).

Narr: but when they looked back again they had a double shock. Jesus was not alone, 
but there were two others with him, each of them shining with a dazzling 
brightness as well. How they knew, the three friends have never known, but 
somehow they knew that this was Moses and Elijah, and they were talking with 
Jesus. The three friends didn't know what to do, surely they ought to do something 
for such important guests. Peter opened his mouth, and as he often did, he just 
said the first thing that came into his head without really thinking about it. 

Peter: Jesus, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah.



Narr: But as soon as he spoke a great cloud covered the top of the mountain.

(Parachute/sheet is lifted up to shield Jesus, Moses and Elijah, Moses and Elijah exit. Jesus put 
coat/dressing gown on again behind parachute).

Narr: The three friends could not even see each other, let alone Jesus. They reached 
out for each other in fear,

James: Peter where are you.
Peter: Over here James.
John: I can't see a thing.
Peter: Just stand still you two or we'll never find each other again.

Narr: But then there was a great booming voice. It sounded to Peter, 
James and John as if it came from the centre of the mountain its self! It said: This 
is my Son, listen to him! And then, in an instant, the cloud was gone. 

(Parachute removed to reveal Jesus in coat/dressing gown)

Narr: and before them stood Jesus, all alone, and looking as ordinary as ever. Still 
breathless, with his clothes dirty and torn. Just the ordinary Jesus that they all 
knew and loved. They started off back down the mountain.

(All four start to make way down central aisle).

Narr: They just didn't know what to say. Even Peter was stunned to silence and that 
hardly ever happened.

Jesus: You must tell no one about this, not till the son of man has risen from the dead."

Narr: The three friends whispered to each other:

James: What does he mean?
John: What's this rising from the dead?
Peter: Oh I don't know, quite honestly, with Jesus around anything could happen, all we 

can do is wait and see!"

(They all reach the back of the church)
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