
Who’s The Genius?

Characters
Mary: ( with broad northern accent if possible).
Joseph: (with broad northern accent if possible).
Jesus: (young boy).
Pharisee 1: 
Pharisee 2:

(Enter Mary and Joseph looking flustered) 

Mary: Well? Well?
Joseph: Well what?
Mary: Well where is he then?
Joseph: Well .... err.. I don’t know my sweet, you know I don’t know, that’s 

why we are looking for him. 
Mary: Don’t you “my sweet” me Joseph, you lost him, you should find him. 
Joseph: Me? But it’s not my ...
Mary: Don’t you say it’s not your fault Joseph. You’re the man of the family, 

he’s your eldest....
Joseph: Err hem?
Mary: he’s, he’s, he’s the eldest son. 
Joseph: That’s better!
Mary: but still you should have been keeping an eye on him, telling him 

something about Donkeys, or nails, or something. That’s what fathers 
are supposed to do. 

Joseph: Er hem?
Mary: Oh stop Er hemming me will you!
Joseph: But....
Mary: but nothing Joseph, the fact is that (points at Joseph) you have lost 

Jesus. You should have been keeping an eye on him and he has got 
lost, that means that you lost him!

Joseph: But....
Mary: Ahhhhh!
Joseph: I was going to say Mary, but where could he be?
Mary: Well that’s the million denari question isn’t it Joseph. We’ve looked 

everywhere. All the places we visited during the festival, all around the 
market. We’ve asked everyone if they’ve seen him, and nobody has. 
He’s just disappeared. 

Joseph: Well that’s it then.
Mary: Pardon?
Joseph: I said, well that’s ....
Mary: I know what you said,
Joseph: but you said Pardon.
Mary: Yes, I meant what do you mean? Don’t you understand the language?
Joseph: Well ... Err... umm....



Mary: Well that’s very clear, thank you, now I know exactly what you are 
thinking.

Joseph: Well what more can we do? We’ve looked everywhere, we’ve asked 
everyone, we’ve called, and we haven’t found him. We’ll just have to 
go back to  Nazareth without him. Maybe we’ll find him when we 
come back next year. 

Mary: What?
Joseph: Maybe we’ll find him when..
Mary: I know what you said Joseph, I’m just stunned that you could say such 

a thing. I mean this is Jesus, he’s not just any boy is he. Do you 
remember what the Angel said?

Joseph: Err.....
Mary: He will be called the son of the most high, he will sit on David’s 

throne. He’s the Messiah Joseph, the chosen one, we can’t just lose 
him can we.

Joseph: Oh don’t worry Mary, maybe one of the other children will do instead. 
I mean, James isn’t a bad lad and his name does begin with J.

Mary: (exasperated) Ahhhhhh!

Enter the Pharisees and Jesus. 

Phar 1: Well that’s very interesting young man, but how does the escatalogical 
hermeneutic relate to the theological imperative  of the relationship  
between God’s judgement and mercy?

Phar 2: and how does the Messianic imperative from Isaiah and Jeremiah  
relate to that understanding?

Mary: Jesus!
Jesus: Oh hi Mum, hi Dad.
Mary: Where have you been Jesus? We’ve been so worried, we’ve been 

looking everywhere for you. 
Jesus: But didn’t you realise that I would be going about my Father’s 

business? 

Phar 1: Are you this boy’s mother?
Mary: Well yes, I’m Mary.
Phar 2: (to Joseph, with a sense of awe) and are you this boy’s father?
Joseph: Well err... er.... (Mary nudges him) err.. yes, yes I’m his father. 
Phar 1: (shaking Joseph by the hand)  Well I’m very pleased to meet you, very 

very pleased. 
Phar 2: Your son here has told us all about you and all about the things  that 

you have taught him.
Phar 1: Yes it is amazing what this young lad understands, and he tells us that 

it is all due to you. 
Mary: What?  Due to him?
Phar 1: Well yes. This young lad has told us that all he knows was taught him 

by his father.
Mary: but he’s.... 



Phar 1: a genius.
Phar 2: a great thinker.
Phar 1:  in fact we’d like to invite you to come and lecture  at the Rabbinic 

forum next week.
Joseph: Well.... err.. umm...
Phar 1:  O don’t be shy sir, don’t be shy. Your son has given away your genius.
Mary: (first looking incredulous) But ..... but ..... (then looking as if idea is dawning) 

But yes of course, of course. Joseph you must lecture to the Rabbinic 
Forum. You mustn’t hide your genius must you. No, go with this fine 
gentlemen. Stay as long as you like. Jesus and I will go back to 
Nazareth, we’ll be alright. Don’t’ you worry, we’ll manage, but your 
genius mustn’t be hidden for a moment longer! 

Joseph: But....
Phar 1: (taking Joseph by the arm and beginning to lead him off) Oh this is 

marvellous, marvellous.  We are so privileged to have your company.
Phar 2: You must stay and share all your ideas with us, it will be most 

enlightening. 
Joseph: but .....

(They exit)

Mary: Well Jesus, it won’t be long before they find out the truth will it. I’m 
sure that He will be back in a day or so.

Jesus: Shall we go home now Mum. 
Mary: Yes I think so Jesus, we’ve had enough excitement for today. Home is 

where we need to be. 

(They exit)
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