Moses — The Red Sea and the 10 commandments.

Moses could hardly believe his ears! Pharaoh had said yes! He had said that
the Israelite people could leave Egypt and be free. They quickly packed their
things and set off. But Pharaoh was a strange chap. After he had said yes he
thought:

“But who will make my bricks? Who will build my pyramids and cities? Who will
be my slaves?”

He quickly changed his mind and sent his army to bring the Israelites back to be
slaves once again.

Moses and Aaron and all the people had reached a great sea. It was called the
Red Sea. They were standing on the shore wondering how they were going to
get across when someone shouted:

“Pharaoh’s army is coming! They are coming to take us back!”

Moses prayed to God: “God help us! God help us!”

Suddenly Moses knew what to do. He took his staff and hit it on the water. All
the people watched in amazement as the water parted and a path appeared right
across the sea. A path that was completely dry.

“Thank you God! Thank you God!” shouted Moses. He waved his arm high in
the air and shouted: “Forward!"” Quickly all the people ran along the path with
all their luggage and animals and everything. The last person had just reached
the shore on the other side when Pharaoh’s army arrived. The commander
looked at the path through the water. He could see the Israelites on the other
side.

“Charge!” he shouted and the whole army rushed along the path.

But when they were half way across suddenly the path disappeared. The water
started to flow again. It started to flow in great torrents and all the soldiers were
swept away and disappeared!

Moses and the Israelites watched from the opposite shore. When they saw that
Pharaoh’s army had gone they started dancing and singing and praising God
who had rescued them from slavery in Egypt and saved them from the Egyptian
soldiers. They said: “God, you are the greatest God, the most powerful God, the
most amazing God!”

They set out on their journey across the desert, but soon there were problems.
People began to have disagreements and arguments. People started to
complain to Moses that they didn’'t have enough food. People even began to say
they had been better off in Egypt as slaves because at least then they had
homes and food whereas now they had to live in tents and were hungry. Moses
did his best to sort things out but God knew that he was going to have to give the



Israelites some rules, some special rules for them to live by. Otherwise things
could go terribly wrong.

A few days later God called Moses to go up on a high mountain to pray. He was
gone for several days. While Moses was away some of the people said: “He’s
gone! Maybe he’s dead! Maybe he’s left us!” They started to do some very bad
things. The worse thing they did was to collect lots of gold and make a golden
calf. They held the golden calf up high and fell down on their knees and
worshipped it just like it was a God!

Meanwhile on the mountain Moses had a meeting with God. God said: “You
need some rules to live by. These are my rules. Take them and show them to
the people. If you all live by my rules then things will go well for you, but if you
break my rules bad things will happen. So make sure they obey the rules!” In
front of Moses were two large pieces of stone with God'’s rules carved into them.
Moses used all his strength. He picked up the stone tablets and started back
down the mountain.

But when he reached the bottom he couldn’t’ believe his eyes and ears. All the
people were dancing around the golden calf and making a terrible wailing noise.
Moses was angry and he threw the stone tablets down with a great crash.
Everyone fell silent.

“What are you doing!” shouted Moses. “I've been away a few days and you’ve all
gone crazy!” The people realised what they had done and felt ashamed . Moses

shared God’s rules with them and everyone made an agreement that they would

do their very best to live by God'’s rules every day.

These are God's rules.

1 God is the only God. Don’t worship anyone or anything else.
2 Don't call anything God that isn't God.

3 Don't use God's name as a swear word.

4 Have one special day each week when you go to church or think about God in
a special way.

5 Be good to your father and your mother.

6 Do not murder anyone.

7 Remember to keep the promises you make to other people.
8 Do not steal things.

9 You must not tell lies.

10 Do not be jealous of what other people have got.
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