Feeding of the 5,000

(From Mark 6 and John 6)
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Jesus had just heard of the death of his cousin John. Herod had John beheaded to
please his wife and to impress the guests at a dinner party. Everyone who knew John
was very sad. Jesus and his disciples got into a boat and sailed out onto the lake. They
headed for a quiet shoreline a long way from the town. They hoped they could find a
place where they could be alone.

We need some space.

This news has hit Jesus really hard.

He needs to rest. He hasn'’t stopped for months.

But, when the crowds saw Jesus and his disciples get into the boats, they started to run
round the lake. By the time Jesus and his disciples landed, there was a large crowd
waiting for them.

Tell them to go away Jesus.

We need some space.

And you need to rest.

But they have come to be fed. Look at them! They are like sheep without a shepherd!
How could | send them away?

So Jesus sat on a hillside and started to teach the people. The day wore on and the sun
began to sink lower in the sky.

Jesus, you need to send the crowd away. This is a remote place and it is getting late.
These people haven’t eaten since dawn. They need to buy food for the journey home.
You buy them some food.

But Jesus, that would take 8 months of a man’s wages.

Are we to spend all that money on bread for these people to eat?

Go out into the crowd and see how many loaves you can find.

So they went through the crowd. Andrew found a boy with a packed lunch. He brought
him to Jesus.

Jesus, there’s a boy here with 5 small barley loaves and 2 fish. But look at this crowd!
This is hardly enough for so many to eat!

Jesus looked at the boy. He held out his hands and without a word the boy gave him his
lunch, all the food that he had. Jesus smiled.

Tell the people to sit down on the grass.

So the disciples went through the crowd again and all the people sat down. Then Jesus
stood before them and took the loaves in his hands.

Blessed are you Lord our God. By your goodness we have this bread to offer. Fruit of
the field and work of human hands. May it be for us the bread of life.

He blessed the fish as well. Then he broke the bread and fish and gave pieces to the
disciples. They went through the crowd giving everyone as much as they wanted. All the
people began to eat. They ate until they were satisfied. Everyone had their fil of bread
and their fill of fish.

Jesus, they've all eaten, but | still have bread left!

They all say they’ve had enough, but there is still fish to spare!

Take some baskets and go pick up the broken pieces.

So the disciples went through the crowd again picking up all the broken pieces of bread
and fish they could find. Each disciple had a basket and each disciple filled it with pieces.
12 baskets full!



Peter:

Andrew:

Philip:

Andrew:

Peter:
Jesus:

Nar:

But there were only 5 barley loaves!

There were only 2 fish!

And there are at least 5,000 men, not counting the women and children with them!
And all have eaten their fill!

Everyone is satisfied!

Go down to the shore and get into the boats. Set sail for Bethsaida. | will stay and
dismiss the crowd and join you there later.

The disciples were amazed. Without a word they got into the boats and set sail. Jesus
stayed with the crowd and blessed them before he sent them on their way home. Then
he made his way up onto the mountainside and prayed.
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