The lame man at the beautiful gate
Acts 3:1-11

Key words

Temple: say ‘The house of prayer’ in a dramatic way
Beggar: hold out hand and say: ‘spare some change guv’
Pray(er): Put hands together and sing ‘Amen’

Praise: sing ‘Hallelujah’ from Hallelujah Chorus

Every day, early in the morning, a man was carried through the streets of Jerusalem and put
on the ground by the Temple, (the house of prayer), gate that was called The Beautiful Gate.
He was carried because he was lame, he couldn’t walk. He was a beggar, (spare some change
guv), and every day he sat by the Temple, (the house of prayer), gate and asked people for
money.

People came by, excited to visit the Temple, (the house of prayer), rushing in to offer their
prayer, (Amen), and praise, (Hallelujah), to God. Many people saw the beggar, (spare some
change guv), and gave him money as they rushed by. The beggar, (spare some change guv),
was grateful, but not even all the money in the world could give him what he really wanted.
He wanted to walk. He wanted to walk so he could go into the temple, (the house of prayer),
with everyone else and offer his prayer, (Amen), and praise, (Hallelujah), to God.

Peter and John were 2 of Jesus’ disciples. They had followed Jesus, they had seen him die
and met him after he came back to life. Then they had watched as Jesus went up into heaven.
Just a few days earlier, they had been with Jesus other friends offering prayer, (Amen), and
praise, (Hallelujah), to God, when they had all been filled with the Holy Spirit. Suddenly it
was like Jesus was with them again and they knew they could carry on Jesus work of
teaching and healing and calling people to love God. They were really excited and offered
prayer, (Amen), and praise, (Hallelujah), to God every day..

One day, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, Peter and John were making their way to the temple,
(the house of prayer), to pray, (Amen). They walked along with the crowds towards the
beautiful gate. As they got near they saw the beggar, (spare some change guv). He was
looking at them. He was holding out his hand and hoping they would give him money.

Peter felt in his pocket, but there was no money he could give. Suddenly inside of him
though he knew what he could give to the beggar, (spare some change guv). Peter and john
stopped in front of the beggar, (spare some change guv), and looked at him. Peter said a
quiet prayer, (Amen). “I haven’t got any money,” he said, “but I have something more
precious to give you. In the name of Jesus Christ, walk!”

Peter took hold of the man’s hand and pulled him up onto his feet. Straight away his feet and
legs became strong. Suddenly he was standing, and then he was walking, and then he was
running and then he was jumping, and then he was shouting out his praise, (Hallelujah), to
God. “I can walk!” he shouted. “I can walk.”

He followed Peter and John through the Temple, (the house of prayer), gate. The once lame
beggar, (spare some change guv), was running and jumping and dancing and offering prayer,
(Amen), and praise, (Hallelujah), to God.



Everyone was amazed and crowded round Peter and John in the temple, (the house of
prayer), courts. Peter said, “this beggar, (spare some change guv), can walk because of
Jesus!” And everyone offered prayer, (Amen), and praise, (Hallelujah), to God for what had
happened.
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