
The birth of Moses 
 
(Exodus 2:1-10) 
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Nar:  The Hebrew people were living in Egypt, but Pharaoh was not happy. 
Phar:  There are too many Hebrews for my liking and there seem to be more every day.  What if 

they rose up against me.  They could defeat my army and become rulers of the land.  This 
will not do. 

Nar:  So Pharaoh decided to make the Hebrews into slaves.  He set them to work making bricks 
for his pyramids and cities.  He set cruel slave drivers over them who made them work day 
and night with no rest.  But still their numbers grew. 

Phar:  I work them to death but still there are more of them!  I must think of a better plan. 
Nar:  So Pharaoh decided to order the midwives who helped the Hebrew women to have their 

babies to kill all the baby boys born to Hebrew mothers. 
MW:  But we can’t do that!  The Hebrew babies are always so handsome.  They are the most 

beautiful of all the babies we deliver.  We can’t kill them. 
Nar:  So they went to Pharaoh and said: 
MW:  Your majesty, the Hebrew mothers have their babies so easily and quickly that by the time 

we get there they have hidden them away and we can’t find them! 
Nar:  Pharaoh was angry.   
Phar:  Grrrr…. 
Nar:  So he gave an order to all his soldiers and all his people. 
Phar:   All Hebrew baby boys must be thrown into the River Nile!  Anyone who protects one is in 

big trouble!! 
Nar:  So the Hebrews lived in fear and hid their babies away from all the Egyptians.  

One day a Hebrew man and Hebrew woman married.  Their first child was a girl so they 
breathed a sigh of relief.  But their second child was a boy, a beautiful baby boy! 

Fath:  What should we do?  If any Egyptians hear him cry they will take him and throw him in the 
river Nile!  

Moth:  We must pray.  God will protect him and tell us what to do to keep him safe. 
Nar:  So for 3 months they kept the baby hidden away, but soon he was too big and too loud to 

hide anymore.  His mother prayed and God gave her a plan. 
Moth:  We are going to put him in the river ourselves. 
Fath:  What!  But he is only little!  He can’t swim yet!  He will drown!  We can’t do that! 
Moth:  No, we will put him in a basket and God will protect him.  God has told me that this is what 

we should do. 
Nar:  So the baby’s older sister Miriam was sent to buy a basket.  
Mir:  The best basket I could find, made of papyrus. 
Nar:  They covered the basket in pitch to make it water proof, then put a blanket in it.  Then 

they placed the baby inside and floated it out amongst the bulrushes along the bank of the 
Nile. 

Moth:  Let’s wait and see what happens.  I know God has him safe in his hands. 



Nar:  So Miriam and her parents watched.  Suddenly along the river bank came a group of 
women.  One tall and dressed in fine clothes, the others fussing around her.  It was the 
princess, the daughter of Pharaoh.  She had come to wash in the river. 

Prin:  I will bathe here, fetch my things. 
Nar:  But as the Princess got into the water: 
Prin:  What’s that basket there.  Someone fetch it for me. 
Nar:  The basket was fetched, and as it was opened: 
Prin:  Would you believe it, a baby!  But what an extraordinarily beautiful baby!  I think I would 

like to keep this baby for myself.   
Nar:  At that moment Miriam came running over. 
Mir:  Princess, would you like me to find a nurse for the baby?  They could look after them for 

you until they are say 12 or so and then bring them to the palace. 
Prin:  Well that sounds excellent girl.  I don’t know why people say babies are such hard work! 
Nar:  So Miriam fetched her mother. 
Prin:  Take good care of him won’t you and bring him to me when he is 12. 
Moth:  Of course your Highness.  I’ll take care of him and he will grow up to be a fine young man. 
Prin:  Very well.  Now I need to go home and lie down for a while.  It’s quite a shock becoming a 

mother so suddenly!  
Nar:  So the baby’s mother looked after him for 12 years, and then took him to the Princess. 
Moth: Here he is your Highness, and a more handsome young man I have never seen.  You need 

to give him a name though. 
Prin:  Well that’s simple, I’ll call him ‘Water Baby’ because I found him in the water.  He will be 

known as ‘Water Baby.’ 
Nar:  And the word in their language for ‘Water Baby’ is ‘Moses.’  So Moses lived in the royal 

palace and Pharaoh, who hated the Hebrews, found that a Hebrew boy was living with his 
family, under the protection of the Princess. 

Phar:  Well this is not what I expected, not what I expected at all!  
Prin:  Well you’ll have to lump it Dad, because I like him and there is nothing you can do about it! 
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